REMARKS 

Claims 1-12 are pending in this application. Claims 1-4 and 6-12 have been amended. 

Independent claims 1-2 and 9-12 have been amended to further clarify Applicant's 
invention by reciting a flash memory whose storage area has a plurality of blocks and wherein 
data stored in said storage area of said flash memory can be erased only in block units at once. 

Claims 1-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,658,526 to Nguyen et al ("Nguyen"). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Moreover, Applicant respectfully submits that Nguyen is non-analogous art and therefore 
is not valid prior art against Applicant's claimed invention. Nguyen discloses a data storage 
subsystem that creates multiple virtual storage devices on demand. The storage devices are a 
plurality of tape devices and automated tape libraries. For a reference to be analogous, "the 
reference must either be in the field of applicant's endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably 
pertinent to the particular problem with which the inventor was concerned." In re Oetiker, 977 
F.2d 1443, 1446, 24 USPQ2d 1443, 1445 (Fed. Cir. 1995). Applicant respectfully submits that 
Nguyen is not in the field of applicant's endeavor or reasonably pertinent to the particular 
problem with which applicant was concemed. 

The instant invention relates to a data accessing system and method that provides access 
to a plurality of types of storage mediums. Nguyen's field of endeavor relates to "data storage 
systems and, in particular, to a plurality of tape devised and automated tape libraries where the 
tape devices are connected to a plurality of data processors via a high speed network and which 
along with a Network Storage Manager system controller collectively implement a virtual, 
distributed data storage subsystem." Column 1, lines 10-16. Therefore, Nguyen is non- 
analogous art because Nguyen's field of endeavor relates to implementing a virtual, distributed 
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data storage subsystem whereas the instant invention is directed to accessing multiple types of 
storage mediums using a single accessing system. 

Simply because Applicant's and Nguyen's fields of endeavor both" relate to data storage 
does not conclude that each is in the same field of endeavor. In Wang Laboratories, Inc. v. 
Toshiba Corp,, 993 F.2d 858, 26 USPQ2d 1767 (Fed. Cir. 1993), the court found that a reference 
directed to a single in-line memory module (SIMM) for an industrial controller was not 
necessarily in the same field of endeavor as appHcant's claimed invention merely because both 
related to memories. The reference was found to be in a different field of endeavor because it 
involved memory circuits in which modules of varying sizes may be added or replaced, whereas 
the claimed invention involved compact modular memories. 

Nguyen is also not reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which Applicant 
was concerned. Nguyen is directed to overcoming the "problem in the field of data storage 
subsystems to provide their attached data processors with economical data storage services at 
adequate performance levels." Column 1, lines 21-23. Applicant's claimed invention is directed 
to providing "an access apparatus, a data processing system and an access method, all being 
capable of gaining, with a simple structure, access to a plurality of kinds of storage mediums 
whose access conditions are different from each other." Page 2, lines 15-18. Thus, Nguyen 
attempts to overcome the problem of providing economic data storage services at adequate 
performance levels whereas Apphcant overcomes the problem of requiring multiple data access 
systems to access multiple forms of data storage mediums. Therefore, Nguyen is not reasonably 
pertinent to the particular problem with which Applicant was concemed. 
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It is respectfully submitted that the application now is in condition for allowance. The 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned to discuss remaining issues, if there are any. 
The Commissioner hereby is authorized in this and concurrent replies to charge payment (or 
credit any overpayment) to Deposit Account No. 50-2298 for any additional fees required under 
37 CFR 1.16 or 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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